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(54) IMAGE CODING METHOD AND DEVICE THEREFOR 

(57)Abstract: >** 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent a memory 
capacity from being increased for an area discrimination 
signal by absorbing a data quantity of the area 
discrimination signal. 

SOLUTION: Picture element data of multi-gradation 
forming image data are separated into a prescribed 
number by a 4-line first-in first-out section 1301 to 
generate block data, a coding section 1302 encodes 
density data for each picture element of the separated 
block data into compressed data consisting of a 2-bit 
gradation quantization code, average data and a 
gradation width index and an area discrimination signal 
synthesis section 1304 discriminates whether or not the 
image data are a character image. Based on the 
discrimination result, a binary area discrimination signal 
is outputted for each picture element and '0' is inserted 
to a least significant bit of the average data and the 
gradation width index of the compressed data when the 
area discrimination signal indicates a character area 
discrimination signal in the block data and T is inserted to a least significant bit of the average 
data and the gradation width index of the compressed data when the area discrimination signal 
indicates a discrimination signal other than the character area, and the area discrimination 
signal for each picture element is inserted to the low-order bits of the gradation quantization 
code when the area discrimination signal includes the discrimination signal other than the 
character area in the block data. 
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